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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR COMBINED
CHEMICAL SPECIES SEPARATION AND
HIGH RESOLUTION R,” MAPPING WITH
MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH

This invention was made with government support under
DK083380, DK088925, and EB010384 awarded by the
National Institutes of Health. The government has certain
rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The field of the invention is systems and methods for mag-
netic resonance imaging (“MRI”). More particularly, the
invention relates to systems and methods for producing a
quantitative map of apparent transverse relaxation rate, R,*,
while simultaneously performing water-fat separation.

Water-fat separation methods based on chemical-shift-in-
duced phase differences have received considerable interest
in the recent years because of their ability to provide robust fat
suppression in the presence of B, and B, inhomogeneities. In
these methods, images are acquired at different echo times,
typically using a multi-echo spoiled gradient echo acquisi-
tion, so that separated water and fat images can be subse-
quently reconstructed on the basis of a predefined signal
model equation. Using these methods, proton-density fat-
fraction, which has been shown to be a quantitative biomarker
for non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (“NAFLD”), can be mea-
sured by correcting for a number of confounding factors,
including T,* decay, T, bias, complexity of the fat spectrum,
noise bias, and eddy-current-induced phase errors. Simulta-
neous estimation of R,*=1/T,* can provide high signal-to-
noise-ratio (“SNR”’) measurements of liver iron content, cor-
rected for the presence of both fat and macroscopic B,
inhomogeneities.

In the aforementioned water-fat separation techniques, it is
advantageous to use of a very short first echo time to improve
the SNR performance of both proton-density fat fraction and
R,* measurements, especially in cases where transfusion-
related iron overload results in markedly increased iron con-
centration. In those cases, most of the echoes are dominated
by noise and contain very little signal, thereby hampering
accurate high-resolution R, * and fat fraction quantification.

Fractional echo acquisitions can be used to obtain shorter
echo times without excessively sacrificing spatial resolution.
These fractional echo acquisitions are also capable of reduc-
ing the first-order moment in the readout direction and actual
pulse sequence repetition time (““TR”). In addition, although
parallel imaging and optimized k-space sampling have
greatly reduced the need for partial Fourier acquisitions to
shorten scan time, partial k-space sampling can allow shorter
breath-holds and further reduce scan time for free-breathing
acquisitions. The use of partial k-space sampling also
increases flexibility in the timing of the multiple echoes by
allowing more closely spaced echoes. This flexibility in the
echo timing may facilitate improvements in the noise perfor-
mance of the acquisition, including improvements in R,*
estimation, and may help avoid water-fat swapping, which is
a known challenge for chemical-shift-encoded water-fat
separation methods.

Homodyne reconstruction and other related methods that
exploit the Hermitian symmetry of k-space to reconstruct
fractional-echo and partial Fourier acquisitions demodulate
the phase from the complex source images, thus discarding
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the information required to decompose the water and fat
signals. Zero filling can be used to preserve the phase infor-
mation; however, this results in considerable blurring and
thus loss of spatial resolution. Iterative phase-preserving
reconstruction algorithms such as POCS (“projection onto
convex set”) can be used to reconstruct partial k-space acqui-
sitions while preserving the phase information, but at the
expense of increased complexity in the reconstruction. Thus,
there remains a need to provide a method for water-fat sepa-
ration and R,* quantification that can make use of the advan-
tages proffered by fractional-echo and partial Fourier acqui-
sitions.

A method for performing water-fat separation of partial
k-space datasets using an iterative least-squares decomposi-
tion method (“IDEAL”) and homodyne reconstruction is
described by S. B. Reeder, et al., in U.S. Pat. No. 7,298,144.
This method was shown to be capable of restoring the reso-
Iution loss due to zero filling for qualitative water-fat separa-
tion algorithms; however, the method is not capable of
accounting for T,*-induced signal decays, nor did the method
account for the spectral complexity of fat.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention overcomes the aforementioned
drawbacks by providing a system and method for combined
chemical species separation and high resolution R, * mapping
that accounts for both T,* decay and multi-peak spectral
models. This allows the use of homodyne reconstruction
techniques to restore resolution in the decomposed water and
fat images and corresponding R,* map. In addition, this
allows the computation of R, *-corrected images of the sepa-
rated chemical species that, in the presence of high R, * val-
ues, can provide more accurate chemical species separation.

It is an aspect of the invention to provide a method for
producing a quantitative map of transverse relaxation rate
while separating signal contributions from at least two chemi-
cal species using an MRI system. The MRI system is used to
acquire k-space data using a partial k-space acquisition that
samples a fraction of k-space. The acquired k-space data are
also acquired such that it corresponds to magnetic resonance
signals formed at least at three different echo times. Low-pass
filtered data is produced by applying a low-pass filter to the
acquired k-space data, and low resolution images are recon-
structed from this low-pass filtered data. The low resolution
images are then fitted to a signal model to estimate a low
resolution field map, a first low resolution image depicting
signal contributions from a first chemical species separated
from a second chemical species, and a second low resolution
image depicting signal contributions from the second chemi-
cal species separated from the first chemical species. A
weighting is also applied to the acquired k-space data and
weighted images are reconstructed from this weighted
k-space data. The weighted images are demodulated using the
low resolution field map, first low resolution image, and sec-
ond low resolution image. A transverse relaxationrate, R, *, is
then estimated by fitting the demodulated images demodu-
lated to a signal model that accounts for the performed
demodulation. This R,* map has a higher spatial resolution
than the previously reconstructed low resolution images. The
weighted images, low resolution field map, and R,* map are
then fitted to a signal model to produce a first image depicting
signal contributions from the first chemical species separated
from a second chemical species, and a second image depict-
ing signal contributions from the second chemical species
separated from the first chemical species. These first and
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second images have a higher spatial resolution than the first
and second low resolution images.

The foregoing and other aspects and advantages of the
invention will appear from the following description. In the
description, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
that form a part hereof, and in which there is shown by way of
illustration a preferred embodiment of the invention. Such
embodiment does not necessarily represent the full scope of
the invention, however, and reference is made therefore to the
claims and herein for interpreting the scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a k-space sampling pattern
indicative of a partial Fourier acquisition;

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a k-space sampling pattern
indicative of a fractional echo acquisition;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart setting forth the steps of an example of
a method for combined chemical species separation and high
resolution R,* mapping using a partial k-space acquisition;
and

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an example of a magnetic
resonance imaging (“MRI”) system that can implement the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Described here is a method for estimating apparent trans-
verse relaxation rate, R,*, while simultaneously performing
water-fat separation using magnetic resonance imaging
(“MRI”). This method combines a homodyne reconstruction
of partial k-space datasets and water-fat separation that takes
into account not only the spectral complexity of fat, but also
magnetic resonance signal decay associated with T,*. The
method of the present invention provides R,* and fat fraction
quantification using data acquired with a partial k-space
acquisition. The method of the present invention is applicable
for separating chemical species other than fat or water alone.
For example, the signal models presented herein can account
for water, fat, silicone, hyperpolarized carbon-13, metabo-
lites containing hyperpolarized carbon-13, hyperpolarized
xenon-129, hyperpolarized helium-3, acetone, choline, lac-
tate, and, generally, any system of distinct chemical species
with different resonance frequencies. Examples of partial
k-space acquisitions include partial Fourier acquisitions,
such as the acquisition illustrated in FIG. 1, and fractional
echo acquisitions, such as the acquisition illustrated in FIG. 2.
In general, these partial k-space acquisitions use the symme-
try of k-space to decrease the amount of data required to
reconstruct an image.

The method of the present invention can allow for clinical
and pre-clinical applications for fat fraction and iron quanti-
fication in the presence of iron-overload, in addition to the
detection and tracking of super paramagnetic iron oxide par-
ticles. The method of the present invention can also be used to
advantageously achieve shorter breath-holds and reduced
scan time for free-breathing imaging application by using
partial Fourier acquisitions for water-fat separation with
simultaneous R,* estimation.

The method improves upon earlier attempts to combine
homodyne reconstruction with water-fat that did not account
for the spectral complexity of fat or for the T, *-induced signal
decay. By not accounting for these factors, previous methods
were not capable of reconstructing full resolution R,* maps
for reasons that will be described below. The method of the
present invention, however, is capable of reconstructing full
resolution quantitative R,* maps from partial k-space acqui-
sitions, such as fractional echo acquisitions and partial Fou-
rier acquisitions.
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The method of the present invention generally includes
producing separate R,*-corrected water and fat images,
quantitative R,* maps, and quantitative fat fraction maps. A
low resolution field map and a common water-fat phase are
used to demodulate the effects of these parameters from the
acquired data while separating the water and fat signals. As a
consequence, water, fat, and R,* can be simultaneously esti-
mated. This estimation is generally performed under the con-
straint that water and fat signals are real-valued quantities.
This approach allows for the reconstruction of a full resolu-
tion R,* map in addition to water, fat, and fat fraction images
that are corrected for the effects of R,*. A more detailed
description of the method is now provided.

The signal from a voxel at location, r, containing a mixture
of water and fat, measured at echo times (“TE”) t,, (n=1,
2,...,N)can be described using the following signal model:

P ®
5207 = | pw(n) +PF(")Z o, + 2ot | P20 g RO
=1

where p,(r)=1p A1 and p (1)=Ip r)|e’® are the
complex water and fat signal contributions, respectively; Af,
is the frequency shift of the p” spectral peak of the fat signal
relative to the water resonance frequency; a, is the relative
amplitude of the p” spectral peak of fat; y(r) is the field map;
and R, *(r) is the apparent transverse relaxation rate, which is
the inverse of the apparent transverse relaxation time, T,*(r).
Forp=1, ..., P, the relative amplitudes of the spectral peaks
of fat satisfy the following relationship,

@

1=
2

p=1

When using a partial k-space acquisition, the signal model
of Eqn. (1) changes as follows. In such an acquisition, the
signal from a voxel at location, r, again containing a mixture
of water and fat and again being measured at multiple echo
times, t , can be described using the following signal model:

8, (N=FT{S (k) G }=s,,(1)*g(r) 3);

where FT{ . .. } represents the Fourier transform operator
and G(k) represents a sampling window, which is given by,

1 —kpin <k < kppgx 4

Gk) :{

0 elsewhere;

with -k, and k,,  being the minimum and maximum
sampled k-space locations, respectively.

A low resolution image can be produced from this partial
k-space data by applying a one-dimensional low-pass filter
along the partially sampled direction, followed by performing
a two-dimensional Fourier transform one the filtered data,

S ()=FI{S, () Grk) }=s,'(r)* () )

where now the sampling window, G, (k), is given by,

L —kpin <k <kpin (6)

Grlb) = { 0 elsewhere.

From these low resolution images, $,,(r), a low resolution
field map, Y(r), low-resolution R,* map, R,*(r); and low-
resolution water and fat images, p,(r) and pz(r), can be
produced. For example, these low resolution maps and
images can be generated using a graph cut algorithm, such as
the one described by D. Hernando, et al., in “Robust water/fat
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separation in the presence of large field inhomogeneities
using a graph cut algorithm,” Magn Reson Med, 2010; 63(1):
79-90. Alternatively, other water-fat separation methods,
including IDEAL with region growing, which is described by
H. Yu, et al., in “Field map estimation with a region growing
scheme for iterative 3-point water-fat decomposition,” Magn
Reson Med, 2005; 54(4):1032-1039, could be used for this
purpose.

These maps and images are used to produce the full reso-
lution R, * map and water and fat images, as will be described
below in detail. However, to produce these full resolution
images the method of the present invention also makes use of
a pre-weighted version of the partial k-space data to provide
a uniform sampling of the real part of the resultant images.
This process is now described.

A weighting function can be used to pre-weight the origi-
nally acquired partial k-space acquisition so that a uniform
weighting in k-space is obtained for the real part of the image.
This pre-weighting can be represented by the following:

S(r)=FI{S, (k) Grlk)}=s, (")*gr(r) OH

where Gx(k) is a pre-weighting function. One example of
this pre-weighting function, G (k), is,

HK) —~kin <k < i
Grtk) =1 2

0 elsewhere;

(8
Kmin < k < Kax

where H(k) is a Hanning window. By way of example, the
Hanning window can have a width of 4'k,,,, that is centered
around k..., such as the following Hanning window:

mind

1 2rk
H{k) = (1 —cos(4_k — 1))

Eqn. (7) can be expanded as,

)

5,0 = (10)

»
[[[pw(r) +pp(r) ary A ]e“"”‘”’" e*R‘i‘”’"] . g(r)] #gr(r).

p=1

Assuming that the field map, {(r), is smoothly varying
(i.e., that the field map, y(r), can be reasonably approximated
by its low-resolution estimate, 1(r)), the corresponding pha-
sor, exp(iZmy(r)t,), can be demodulated from the signal
model using the low-resolution field map, Y(r), computed as
described above. After this demodulation, Eqn. (10) can be
written as,

5a(r) = ((ow (e R x g (1)) % gr(r) + an

,
[[pfmz a- et e*Ri‘”’"] * g(r)] *gR(r);

p=1

; o a2
5n() [Iﬁw(r)leww‘” + |ﬁF(r)|eWF‘”[Z ap-

£ BIptn || R3 0
p=1

where in Eqn. (12), it is assumed that R, *(r) varies slowly
with position, such that the R,* map, R,*(r), can be reason-
ably approximated by its low resolutlon estimate, R,*(r),
computed as described above. At an echo time of zero, the
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phase of both water and fat are a function of only the excita-
tion pulse and receiver coil; therefore, it is reasonable to
assume that, at this echo time, water and fat share the same
phase,

G~ (r)~h(r) (13).

In order for ¢(r) to reflect the true local phase in regions of
both water and fat, it is assumed that,

S)=L Py Ipp(r)

Alternatively, the initial phase of the respective chemical
species can be measured separately. This alternative is
advantageous when imaging with pulse sequences such as
steady-state free precession sequences where the initial phase
of water and fat are not equal at an echo time that is of one-
half the repetition time. Under these assumptions, and the
usual assumption made in conventional homodyne recon-
structions that the phase varies slowly with position, so that
PO~pO)=L(p W(r)+p (1)), the signal model equation of Eqn.
(12) can be further simplified by demodulating the common
water-fat phase, ¢(r), estimated from the low resolution water
and fat images. After this demodulation, the signal model of
Eqn. (12) can be rewritten as,

(14).

P

5n(r) = 5n(e ¥ [Iﬁw(r)l + IﬁF(r)I[Z @

p=1

(15)
. 2B Iptn ]] R

This signal model can be used to estimate the full resolu-
tion R,* map and full resolution water and fat images from
the originally acquired partial k-space data. A decoupled vari-
able projection (“VARPRO”) formulation can be used to
compute the R,* map, as well as the water and fat images,
pu(r) and p F(r) The VARPRO techmque is described, for
example, by D. Hernando, et al., in “Estimation of water/fat
images, BO field map and T2* map using VARPRO,” Proc.
Intl. Soc. Mag. Reson. Med., 2008; 1517. Alternatively, an
IDEAL method that 1ncorp0rates T,*, such as the one
described by H. Yu, et al., in “Multlecho reconstruction for
simultaneous water-fat decomposition and T2* estimation,”/
Magn Reson Imaging, 2007; 26(4):1153-1161, can be used to
compute the R,* map and water and fat images.

By way of example, R,*(r) can be computed at each voxel
using VARPRO or T,*-IDEAL under the additional con-
straint that water and fat be real-valued, as imposed in con-
ventional homodyne reconstructions to ensure that only the
symmetric k-space component is preserved in the final recon-
structed images. Additionally, given the field map, 113 (O)=y(r),
and the R,* map, water and fat images, p ;{r) and p(r), can
be estimated at each voxel by solving the corresponding lin-
ear problem under the same constraint that water and fat be
real-valued.

When multiple coils are used, low-resolution images can
be computed for each channel and combined using a complex
coil combination algorithm, such as the one described by D.
O. Walsh, et al., in “Adaptive reconstruction of phased array
MR imagery,” Magn Reson Med, 2000; 43(5):682-690. Coil-
combined low-resolution water images, fat images, and field
maps can be obtained using a Graph Cut algorithm or IDEAL,
as described above. Similarly, images obtained from the pre-
weighted k-space data can be obtained for each channel and
combined in the same way. After demodulation of the coil-
combined low-resolution field map and water-fat phase, ¢(r),
VARPRO or T,*-IDEAL can be used to obtain the final water
and fat images and R,* map, as described above.
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Referring now to FIG. 3, a flowchart setting forth the steps
of'an example of a method for jointly producing a quantitative
R,* map and performing water-fat separation to produce
water and fat images is illustrated. The method begins with
the acquisition of partial k-space data using, for example, a
partial Fourier acquisition, as indicated at step 302. In one
branch of processing, the acquired data is filtered using a
low-pass filter to preserve only the symmetric center of
k-space, as indicated at step 304. From this low-pass filtered
data, low resolution images, §,,(r), are reconstructed, as indi-
cated at step 306. If a multichannel receive coil array is used
to acquire the k-space data, then one image is reconstructed
for each coil and these coil images are combined using a
complex coil combination to form the low-resolution images,
8,,(r). Using these low resolution images, low-resolution esti-
mates of the water and fat images, E)W(r) and p #(1); the field
map, (r); and the R,* map, R,*(r), are produced, as indi-
cated at step 308. These images can be obtained using a graph
cut method, such as the one described above, or an IDEAL
method, such as IDEAL with region growing, as also
described above.

In a separate branch of processing, which may be per-
formed in parallel or in serial with some or all of steps 302-
308, the acquired k-space data is pre-weighted using a pre-
weighting function, as indicated at step 310. For instance, the
k-space data is pre-weighted in accordance with Eqn. (7) by
multiplying the k-space data by the pre-weighting function,
such as the pre-weighting function, G(k), described in Eqn.
(8). From this pre-weighted k-space data, pre-weighted
images, §,(r), are reconstructed, as indicated at step 312.
These images are preferably reconstructed using, for
example, a homodyne reconstruction method; however, other
image reconstruction methods, such as a projection onto con-
vex set (“POCS”) method or other suitable method, may also
be used. Like the low-resolution images reconstructed in step
306, the is a multichannel receive coil array is used to acquire
the k-space data, a pre-weighted image can be produced for
each coil and then combined using a complex coil combina-
tion, such as those described above. _

Next, a common water-fat phase, ¢(r), and the low-resolu-
tion field map, 1(r), are demodulated from the pre-weighted
images, as indicated at step 314. The common water-fat
phase, ¢(r), can be computed from the low-resolution water
and fat images produced in step 308, as described above. A
full-resolution R,* map is then estimated using the demodu-
lated images, as indicated at step 316 and as described above.
This map is estimated using a method such as VARPRO or
phase-constrained IDEAL, which is described by H. Yu, et al.,
in “Single acquisition water-fat separation: feasibility study
for dynamic imaging,” Magn Reson Med, 2006; 55(2):413-
422, to impose that water and fat signals should be real-
valued. The full resolution R,* map and the low-resolution
field map, \(r), are then used to estimate the desired water and
fat images, as indicated at step 318, by solving the corre-
sponding linear system at each voxel.

Referring particularly now to FIG. 4, an example of a
magnetic resonance imaging (“MRI”) system 400 that may
implement the present invention is illustrated. The MRI sys-
tem 400 includes a workstation 402 having a display 404 and
a keyboard 406. The workstation 402 includes a processor
408, such as a commercially available programmable
machine running a commercially available operating system.
The workstation 402 provides the operator interface that
enables scan prescriptions to be entered into the MRI system
400. The workstation 402 is coupled to four servers: a pulse
sequence server 410; a data acquisition server 412; a data
processing server 414; and a data store server 416. The work-
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8

station 402 and each server 410, 412, 414, and 416 are con-
nected to communicate with each other.

The pulse sequence server 410 functions in response to
instructions downloaded from the workstation 402 to operate
a gradient system 418 and a radiofrequency (“RF”) system
420. Gradient waveforms necessary to perform the prescribed
scan are produced and applied to the gradient system 418,
which excites gradient coils in an assembly 422 to produce
the magnetic field gradients G, G, and G, used for position
encoding MR signals. The gradient coil assembly 422 forms
part of a magnet assembly 424 that includes a polarizing
magnet 426 and a whole-body RF coil 428.

RF excitation waveforms are applied to the RF coil 428, or
a separate local coil (not shown in FIG. 4), by the RF system
420 to perform the prescribed magnetic resonance pulse
sequence. Responsive MR signals detected by the RF coil
428, or a separate local coil (not shown in FIG. 4), are
received by the RF system 420, amplified, demodulated, fil-
tered, and digitized under direction of commands produced
by the pulse sequence server 410. The RF system 420
includes an RF transmitter for producing a wide variety of RF
pulses used in MR pulse sequences. The RF transmitter is
responsive to the scan prescription and direction from the
pulse sequence server 410 to produce RF pulses ofthe desired
frequency, phase, and pulse amplitude waveform. The gener-
ated RF pulses may be applied to the whole body RF coil 428
or to one or more local coils or coil arrays (not shown in FIG.
4).

The RF system 420 also includes one or more RF receiver
channels. Each RF receiver channel includes an RF pream-
plifier that amplifies the MR signal received by the coil 428 to
which it is connected, and a detector that detects and digitizes
the I and Q quadrature components of the received MR signal.
The magnitude of the received MR signal may thus be deter-
mined at any sampled point by the square root of the sum of
the squares of the I and Q components:

M=VP+Q? (16);

and the phase of the received MR signal may also be
determined:

) @

The pulse sequence server 410 also optionally receives
patient data from a physiological acquisition controller 430.
The controller 430 receives signals from a number of different
sensors connected to the patient, such as electrocardiograph
(“ECG”) signals from electrodes, or respiratory signals from
a bellows or other respiratory monitoring device. Such sig-
nals are typically used by the pulse sequence server 410 to
synchronize, or “gate,” the performance of the scan with the
subject’s heart beat or respiration.

The pulse sequence server 410 also connects to a scan room
interface circuit 432 that receives signals from various sen-
sors associated with the condition of the patient and the mag-
net system. It is also through the scan room interface circuit
432 that a patient positioning system 434 receives commands
to move the patient to desired positions during the scan.

The digitized MR signal samples produced by the RF sys-
tem 420 are received by the data acquisition server 412. The
data acquisition server 412 operates in response to instruc-
tions downloaded from the workstation 402 to receive the
real-time MR data and provide buffer storage, such that no
data is lost by data overrun. In some scans, the data acquisi-
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tion server 412 does little more than pass the acquired MR
data to the data processor server 414. However, in scans that
require information derived from acquired MR data to control
the further performance of the scan, the data acquisition
server 412 is programmed to produce such information and
convey it to the pulse sequence server 410. For example,
during prescans, MR data is acquired and used to calibrate the
pulse sequence performed by the pulse sequence server 410.
Also, navigator signals may be acquired during a scan and
used to adjust the operating parameters of the RF system 420
or the gradient system 418, or to control the view order in
which k-space is sampled. In all these examples, the data
acquisition server 412 acquires MR data and processes it in
real-time to produce information that is used to control the
scan.

The data processing server 414 receives MR data from the
data acquisition server 412 and processes it in accordance
with instructions downloaded from the workstation 402. Such
processing may include, for example: Fourier transformation
of raw k-space MR data to produce two or three-dimensional
images; the application of filters to a reconstructed image; the
performance of a backprojection image reconstruction of
acquired MR data; the generation of functional MR images;
and the calculation of motion or flow images.

Images reconstructed by the data processing server 414 are
conveyed back to the workstation 402 where they are stored.
Real-time images are stored in a data base memory cache (not
shown in FIG. 4), from which they may be output to operator
display 412 or a display 436 that is located near the magnet
assembly 424 for use by attending physicians. Batch mode
images or selected real time images are stored in a host
database on disc storage 438. When such images have been
reconstructed and transferred to storage, the data processing
server 414 notifies the data store server 416 on the worksta-
tion 402. The workstation 402 may be used by an operator to
archive the images, produce films, or send the images via a
network to other facilities.

The present invention has been described in terms of one or
more preferred embodiments, and it should be appreciated
that many equivalents, alternatives, variations, and modifica-
tions, aside from those expressly stated, are possible and
within the scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for producing a quantitative map of transverse
relaxation rate while separating signal contributions from at
least two chemical species using a magnetic resonance imag-
ing (MRI) system, the steps of the method comprising:

a) acquiring k-space data with the MRI system using a
partial k-space acquisition that samples a fraction of
k-space, the k-space data corresponding to magnetic
resonance signals formed at least at three different echo
times;

b) producing low-pass filtered data by applying a low-pass
filter to the k-space data acquired in step a);

¢) reconstructing low resolution images from the low-pass
filtered data;

d) fitting the low resolution images to a signal model to
estimate a low resolution field map, a first low resolution
image depicting signal contributions from a first chemi-
cal species separated from a second chemical species,
and a second low resolution image depicting signal con-
tributions from the second chemical species separated
from the first chemical species;

e) applying a weighting to the k-space data acquired in step
a);
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f) reconstructing weighted images from the weighted
k-space data;
g) demodulating the weighted images using the low reso-
Iution field map, first low resolution image, and second
low resolution estimated in step d);
h) estimating a transverse relaxation rate, R,*, map by
fitting the images demodulated in step g) to a signal
model that accounts for the demodulation performed in
step g), the R,* map having a higher spatial resolution
than the low resolution images reconstructed in step c);
and
1) fitting the weighted images reconstructed in step f), the
low resolution field map estimated in step d), and the R, *
map estimated in step h) to a signal model to produce a
first image depicting signal contributions from the first
chemical species separated from a second chemical spe-
cies, and a second image depicting signal contributions
from the second chemical species separated from the
first chemical species, the first and second images hav-
ing a higher spatial resolution than the first and second
low resolution images.
2. The method as recited in claim 1 in which step g)
includes demodulating contributions from the low resolution
field map and from a phase of signal contributions from the
first chemical species and a phase of signal contributions from
the second chemical species.
3. The method as recited in claim 2 in which step g)
includes calculating a common phase of signal contributions
from the first chemical species and the second chemical spe-
cies.
4. The method as recited in claim 3 in which the common
phase is estimated by combining a phase component of the
first low resolution image and a phase component of the
second low resolution image.
5. The method as recited in claim 1 in which step e)
includes multiplying the acquired k-space data by a weight-
ing function.
6. The method as recited in claim 5 in which the weighting
function is a Hanning window function.
7. The method as recited in claim 1 in which the first
chemical species is water and the second chemical species is
fat, and the signal models fit to in steps d), h), and i) model fat
as having multiple spectral peaks.
8. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) system, compris-
ing:
a magnet system configured to generate a polarizing mag-
netic field about at least a portion of a subject arranged in
the MRI system;
aplurality of gradient coils configured to apply a magnetic
gradient field to the polarizing magnetic field;
a radio frequency (RF) system configured to apply an RF
field to the subject and to receive magnetic resonance
signals therefrom;
a computer system programmed to:
direct the plurality of gradient coils and the RF system to
acquire k-space data by sampling k-space using a
partial k-space acquisition that samples a fraction of
k-space, the k-space data corresponding to magnetic
resonance signals formed at least at three different
echo times;

produce low-pass filtered data by applying a low-pass
filter to the acquired k-space data;

reconstruct low resolution images from the low-pass
filtered data;
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fit the low resolution images to a signal model to esti-
mate:

a low resolution field map;

a first low resolution image depicting signal contribu-
tions from a first chemical species separated from a
second chemical species; and

a second low resolution image depicting signal con-
tributions from the second chemical species sepa-
rated from the first chemical species;

apply a weighting to the acquired k-space data;

reconstruct weighted images from the weighted k-space
data;

demodulate the weighted images using the low resolu-
tion field map, first low resolution image, and second
low resolution;

estimate a transverse relaxation rate map by fitting the
demodulated images to a signal model that accounts
for the demodulation, the transverse relaxation rate
map having a higher spatial resolution than the recon-
structed low resolution images;

fit the weighted images, the low resolution field map,
and the transverse relaxation rate map to a signal
model to produce:

a first image depicting signal contributions from the
first chemical species separated from a second
chemical species; and

a second image depicting signal contributions from
the second chemical species separated from the
first chemical species;
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wherein the first and second images have a higher spatial
resolution than the first and second low resolution
images.

9. The MRI system as recited in claim 8 in which the
computer system is programmed to demodulate the weighted
images by demodulating contributions from the low resolu-
tion field map and from a phase of signal contributions from
the first chemical species and a phase of signal contributions
from the second chemical species.

10. The MRI system as recited in claim 9 in which the
computer system is programmed to demodulate the weighted
imaged by first calculating a common phase of signal contri-
butions from the first chemical species and the second chemi-
cal species and using that common phase to demodulate the
weighted images.

11. The MRI system as recited in claim 10 in which the
computer system is programmed to estimate the common
phase by combining a phase component of the first low reso-
Iution image and a phase component of the second low reso-
Iution image.

12. The MRI system as recited in claim 8 in which the
computer system is programmed to apply a weighting to the
acquired k-space data by multiplying the acquired k-space
data by a weighting function.

13. The MRI system as recited in claim 12 in which the
computer system is programmed to select a Hanning window
function as the weighting function.
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